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TAX CONFERENCE

Kia ora

It is my pleasure to invite you to join us at the 2018 NZLS CLE Tax Conference.

The New Zealand tax system is currently undergoing massive change as it addresses new 
OECD-recommended BEPS reforms to international tax (in respect of transfer pricing, 
permanent establishments, hybrid mismatch arrangements and interest limitation rules), 
new timing rules for the bright-line test, proposed new rules for ring-fencing certain rental 
losses, developments with the reporting mechanisms for FATCA, CRS, and foreign trusts, the 
fine-tuning of our world class GST system, the roll-out of streamlined systems and processes 
associated with Inland Revenue’s Transformation Programme, and what tomorrow’s tax 
system should look like as part of the work being undertaken by the Tax Working Group.

With an impressive line-up of speakers from the profession and Inland Revenue sessions 
will aim to provide a technical and practical insight into what these new reforms mean for 
business and other taxpayers as well as considering where taxpayer rights now sit within 
an increasingly complex tax system.  The latter is an important topic given the new tax 
obligations associated with these reforms and the difficulties taxpayers and professional 
advisers have in keeping abreast of these constant changes.

Our keynote speaker is Mr Ali Noroozi, the Inspector-General of Taxation (IGT) in 
Australia. The office of the IGT was set up in Australia as a statutory agency independent 
of the Australian Tax Office (ATO) and the Tax Practitioners Board (TPB). The IGT assists 
taxpayers with administrative conduct-related complaints and advises the Australian 
Government by way of investigations and reports on how the administration of the tax 
system can be improved for all taxpayers. Given the themes in the programme dealing with 
significant tax system change and the importance of administrative accountability and 
taxpayer rights, Mr Noroozi’s participation is both timely and welcomed so we thank him 
for agreeing to come and share his wisdom and experience with us.

An understanding of tax laws is important to all members of the profession and the 
programme has been designed with this in mind. I look forward to seeing you there!

Denham Martin
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Denham Martin, Denham Martin Tax Law, Auckland

Denham is a lawyer specialising in advising on all aspects of tax law. He has been a principal of law and accounting 
firms in New Zealand and Australia and is currently the principal of his own tax law practice, Denham Martin Tax Law. 
Denham has published extensively on tax matters, is involved with tax disputes and litigation, and is a recognised 
expert on many areas of domestic and international tax law.

FROM THE CHAIR



PROGRAMME

8.00-8.30 REGISTRATION

8.30-8.40 OPENING  |  Chair: Denham Martin

8.40-9.20 TRANSFER PRICING UPDATE

  Transfer pricing has assumed increased importance in recent years. The transfer pricing rules 
can affect all taxpayers that provide or acquire property, services or financing to or from a 
related party in another country.  

 We will provide an overview of recent changes and current issues including:

 • International amendments to the OECD Transfer Pricing Guidelines (2017) and the New 
Zealand response to these, including legislative amendments

 • Obtaining certainty through advance pricing agreements (APAs)

 • Whether the disputes process is fit for purpose in the case of transfer pricing disputes. 

Presenters  Brendan Brown 
Robyn Rakete

9.20-10.00 THE NEW INTEREST LIMITATION RULES

 Bruce and Carmel will discuss the new restricted transfer pricing rules that apply to  
cross-border related party loans as well as the changes to the thin capitalisation regime. The 
session will include discussion on the reasons behind the introduction of the new rules, how 
they operate and initial observations of the effect they are having in practice.

Presenters  Bruce Bernacchi 
Carmel Peters

10.00-10.30 MORNING TEA

10.30-11.10 CHANGES TO SOURCE AND PERMANENT ESTABLISHMENT

 • The expanded PE definition – domestic law, double tax treaties, and the MLI

 • Is a new source rule really necessary and what does it do?

 • Practical issues for resellers and other businesses

 • New compliance issues and unintended consequences.

Presenters  Denham Martin 
Neil Russ

11.10-11.50 INTERNATIONAL TRANSPARENCY AND INFORMATION EXCHANGE

 • The major initiatives and likely future directions

 • Role of the competent authority

 • Foreign trusts in the post-Panama Papers world

 • Current practical foreign trust issues – the practitioner’s perspective: including BEPS,   
 duplicated reporting, and resettlements.

Presenters  John Hart 
John Nash
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11.50-12.30 TAXATION OF LAND TRANSACTIONS – REVIEW AND UPDATE 

 In this session, Pam will review the common tax traps taxpayers and their advisors fall into 
when developing, subdividing and selling property, such as the tainting of transactions through 
the associated persons tests, the application of the 10-year rules to the transactions, and 
beginning and end of the bright-line period. She will provide practical suggestions on how to 
avoid them and update attendees on any new and proposed developments in this area.

Presenter Pam Davidson

12.30-1.30 LUNCH

1.30-2.15 GST: HOW 2018’S DEVELOPMENTS WILL AFFECT YOUR CLIENTS

 This session will deliver practical updates and insights on recent GST developments, including 
reforms proposed in a significant Official’s omnibus discussion document, cases and Inland 
Revenue interpretation statements.  Issues involving insurance settlements, cross-border 
supplies of low value goods, non-profit bodies, land-related services, and cryptocoins will be 
covered.

Presenter Jared Otto

2.15-3.00 HOW WILL INLAND REVENUE WORK WITH ADVISERS IN A TIME OF GREAT 
CHANGE?

 This session will look at: issue resolution and escalation; how changes to Inland Revenue’s 
operational design impact delivery of assistance, how technical issues are managed and 
escalated and what that may mean for practitioners, as the department continues to change.

Presenter  Karen Whitiskie

3.00-3.30 AFTERNOON TEA

3.30-4.15 FAIRLY, IMPARTIALLY AND ACCORDING TO LAW – THINKING ABOUT GIVING 
EFFECT TO TAXPAYER RIGHTS IN NEW ZEALAND TAX ADMINISTRATION

 The “integrity” of the tax system recognises the taxpayers’ rights as well as responsibilities.  
This session will consider the recognition of these rights. It will use the recent decision in 
Chatfield & Co Limited v CIR [2017] NZHC 3289 as a case study and will explore how such 
rights ought to be protected.

Presenters  Geoff Clews 
Professor Shelley Griffiths

4.15-5.00 TAXPAYERS’ RIGHTS, COMPLAINTS AND ADMINISTRATION ISSUES FROM AN 
AUSTRALIAN PERSPECTIVE

 • An explanation of what the IGT does (including its resources, staffing etc) and its   
 relationship with the ATO and TPB

 • How the IGT assists in dealing with taxpayer complaints about administrative conduct

 • Some interesting illustrations of where the IGT involvement has changed ATO/TPB   
 transparency and accountability in a material way

 • Why the Australian tax system is a better system now because of the work of the IGT.

Presenter  Ali Noroozi

5.00-5.05 CLOSING COMMENTS  |  Chair: Denham Martin

5.05-6.00 DRINKS AND CANAPÉS

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

In this Conference you will:

•  Hear how the impending changes to tax law could affect you, your practice and your clients.

•  Be updated on recent case law and possible legislative changes.
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INTERNATIONAL SPEAKER 

Ali Noroozi, Inspector-General of Taxation, Sydney, Australia

Ali has been the Inspector-General of Taxation of Australia since 2008. He holds degrees in 
Engineering and Law, including Masters of Law in taxation. Ali has 25 years of experience working 
in taxation, including working at leading international accounting and law firms in Australia and the 
United Kingdom.

SPEAKERS  

Bruce Bernacchi, KPMG, Auckland 

Bruce is tax partner with KPMG and 
has extensive experience advising on 
international tax issues both in New 
Zealand and around the Asia region.  

Geoff Clews, Barrister, Auckland

Geoff is an experienced tax litigator 
who advises clients in contentious tax 
matters, representing them against Inland 
Revenue and before the Courts in both 
criminal and civil jurisdictions. 

Pam Davidson, Barrister, Wellington

Pam specialises in tax matters and is 
the author of the Thomson Reuters 
publication Taxation of Property 
Transactions in New Zealand (2016). She 
practises from Lambton Chambers in 
Wellington.  

Professor Shelley Griffiths, University of 
Otago, Dunedin

Shelley’s current tax research is about the 
role of human rights in tax administration.  
Before joining the University (where 
she teaches tax and capital market 
regulation), she practised with a major 
international chartered accountancy 
practice.

John Hart, Barrister, Auckland

John has specialised in tax and trust law 
since 1984. The majority of his work is 
cross-border/international in nature, with 
a particular emphasis on foreign trusts. 

John Nash, Inland Revenue, Wellington

John is Inland Revenue’s principal 
competent authority responsible for 
resolution of double tax disputes and 
international exchange of information. 

Jared Otto, Inland Revenue, Auckland

Jared was a GST specialist in practice for 
15 years before joining Inland Revenue in 
2013 as Principal Advisor – GST.  

Carmel Peters, Inland Revenue, 
Wellington

Carmel is a policy manager for the Policy 
and Strategy division. She is currently 
managing the delivery of a range of 
domestic reforms which form part of New 
Zealand’s response to BEPS.

Robyn Rakete, Inland Revenue, Auckland

Robyn, an experienced transfer pricing 
specialist, is currently responsible for 
negotiating bilateral and unilateral 
advanced pricing agreements and 
providing advice within Inland Revenue. 

Neil Russ, Buddle Findlay, Auckland

Neil specialises in corporate and 
international income tax and GST issues. 
He has over 30 years’ experience in the 
law, and is currently the Convenor of the 
NZLS Tax Law Committee.
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SPEAKERS  

Karen Whitiskie, Inland Revenue, 
Wellington

Karen leads the Legal Services team 
that combines the former Litigation 
Management unit and Legal Technical 
Services, providing certainty, advice, 
dispute resolution, legal interpretation, 
prosecution and litigation services.

LOOKING  
FOR OLD TAX?
FIND IT AT TAX TRADERS.

TAXTRADERS.CO.NZ 
0800 829 872 (TAX TRADERS)

Fred Ward, Russell McVeagh, Auckland

Fred is a senior tax partner. With more 
than 20 years with the partnership, his 
work has involved offering clients a broad 
range of taxation services, including 
advice and dealing with Inland Revenue 
at all levels of the investigation process, 
including negotiating settlements. 
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INFORMATION

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY. 
Please note: Minimum and maximum numbers apply. Registrations will be accepted on a first-come/first-served basis. Registrations close 10 working days before the presentation date (the closing date). NZLS 
CLE Ltd reserves the right to cancel any session that does not reach the budgeted minimum number of registrations. This decision will be made on the closing date and a full refund will be made to each registrant 
of the cancelled session. If you cancel your registration before the closing date, a refund will be made, less a $200 administration fee. After the closing date, there will be no refund. You may transfer your 
registration to another person until five working days before the presentation. Please advise NZLS CLE Ltd  in writing of the change.

WE THANK OUR SPONSORS

VENUE

AUCKLAND
6 September 2018 

Cordis Hotel (formerly the Langham Hotel)
83 Symonds Street
Grafton, Auckland
09 379 5132

LIVE WEB STREAM 
6 September 2018

At Your Computer

Please note: Live Web Stream registrations 
close 3pm Wednesday 5 September

FEE (Incl GST)

The registration fee includes morning and afternoon teas, lunch, and a book. 

BOOK

Books are now available in Hard Copy, PDF or Both. Please indicate your choice over page. 

• Hard Copy

Your book will be given to you when you register on the day.

• PDF

You will be emailed a PDF copy of the book 3 working days before the event.

• Both Hard Copy & PDF

You will be emailed a PDF copy of the book 3 working days before the event, and can collect the hard copy
book when you register on the day.
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TAX CONFERENCE 2018 
REGISTRATION

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City: Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

REGISTER
ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

POST TO: 
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

FAX TO:  
04 463 2986

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY. 
Please note: Minimum and maximum numbers apply. 
Registrations will be accepted on a first-come/first-served 
basis. Registrations close 10 working days before the 
presentation date (the closing date). NZLS CLE Ltd reserves 
the right to cancel any session that does not reach the budgeted 
minimum number of registrations. This decision will be 
made on the closing date and a full refund will be made to 
each registrant of the cancelled session. If you cancel your 
registration before the closing date, a refund will be made, less 
a $200 administration fee. After the closing date, there will 
be no refund. You may transfer your registration to another 
person until five working days before the presentation. Please 
advise NZLS CLE Ltd  in writing of the change.

PRIVACY ACT 1993 
The information requested on this registration form is for 
NZLS CLE Ltd and the sponsors only.    

   
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my  
contact details.

REGISTER ME FOR

 AUCKLAND
6 SEPTEMBER

 LIVE WEB STREAM 
6 SEPTEMBER

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm 
Wednesday 5 September

PAYMENT

  PAY BY ENCLOSED CHEQUE: Payable to ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name ‘NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-004-9995-00 
(Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Security 
code: 

Name on Card: Visa 

 Cardholders 
 Signature:

Mastercard

Amex 

FEE (Incl GST) - Includes book and all catering

Early Bird By 6 August or AFTER 6 August

NZLS/Associate member   $790   $840

 Non-member   $850   $900

Live Web Stream   $770   $820

BOOK

Books are now available in Hard Copy AND/OR PDF. Please indicate your choice.

Hard Copy    OR $ no extra charge

PDF    OR $ no extra charge

Both Hard Copy and PDF + $30

CONFERENCE FEE                                                            
 BOOK – BOTH HARD COPY AND 

PDF    TOTAL DUE

 $ + $ =   $
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